Introduction
There has been no comprehensive taxonomic study of the Indo-Pacific species of Neomerinthe Fowler 1935, but 13 nominal species are currently recognized (Motomura et al. 2011a) . Examination of all available type specimens of these nominal species revealed that four nominal species, Scorpaena erostris Alcock 1896, Scorpaena gibbifrons (Herre 1952; Poss 1999) , it is herein regarded as a species of Neomerinthe. In addition, all of the four nominal species are herein regarded as conspecific, and the oldest available name, N. erostris, applies to this species. In this paper, N. erostris is redescribed and a review of the historical treatment of the genus Neomerinthe is given.
Material and methods
Measurements follow Motomura (2004a,b) and Motomura et al. (2005b Motomura et al. ( , 2006a Motomura et al. ( ,b, 2012 . Counts follow Motomura et al. (2005a Motomura et al. ( -c, 2006b ) and Motomura & Johnson (2006) . The last two soft rays of both the dorsal and anal fins are counted as single rays, each pair being associated with a single pterygiophore. Standard length is expressed as SL.
